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Tears, fury and uncertainty 
in Kavanaugh-Ford hearing 
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CHRISTINE BLASEY FORD testified that Brett Kavanaugh attacked her in the 1980s as he and a friend shared “uproarious laughter.” 


Nation’s bitter rift personified 


ANALYSIS 


Her fraught testimony, 
his blistering denial — 
they were tailor-made 
for a country mired 

in its partisan battles. 


By DAVID LAUTER, 
EvAN HALPER 
AND DAVID G. SAVAGE 


WASHINGTON — If 
each side had set out to de- 
sign witnesses who more 
perfectly embodied the na- 
tion’s bitter partisan divide 
— or could more effectively 
widen it — they scarcely 
could have done better than 
the two who faced off Thurs- 
day before the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

Frequently fighting back 
tears, Christine Blasey Ford 
described the sexual assault 
she says she suffered during 
the summer of 1982, when 
she was 15, at the hands ofa 


Island is 
split over 
Disney 
port plan 


By HUGO MARTIN 


The southern point ofthe 
Bahamian island of Eleu- 
thera is a postcard-perfect 
paradise with white-sand 
beaches, limestone bluffs 
and turquoise waters. 

Disney Cruise Line, part 
of the Walt Disney Co. enter- 
tainment empire, wants to 
buy 746 acres at the south- 
ern end of the island to de- 
velop a cruise port with a 
pier, shops, a marina, 
restaurants and walkways 
through a nearby forest and 
around salt ponds. 

But a local nonprofit 
group, with the support of 
Bahamian environmental- 
ists, has put forward a com- 
peting plan that it says will 
create more jobs and keep 
more tourism revenue on the 
island, home to about 11,000 
residents. 

The rival plans have split 
locals into feuding camps 
who argue over the best way 
to combat high unemploy- 
ment on the thin, 110-mile- 
long island 50 miles east of 
Nassau and part of a collec- 

[See Disney, A6] 


man now nominated to the 
nation’s highest court. Her 
anguished testimony made 
her an Everywoman stand- 
in for victims of sexual vi- 
olence. And as a white, fe- 
male university professor 
from California, she virtually 
personified the Democrats’ 
resistance to President 
Trump. 

In the afternoon, the man 
she has accused, Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh, chan- 
neled the president who 
nominated him, delivering a 
blistering, angry denial in 
which he repeatedly de- 
clared his innocence and 
portrayed himself as a vic- 
tim of “a frenzy on the left” 
born of “pent-up anger 
about President Trump 
and the 2016 election” and 
“revenge on behalf of the 
Clintons.” 

At the risk oftorching any 
image of judicial tempera- 
ment, Kavanaugh inter- 
rupted Democratic senators 
and glared at them, once 
sitting mutely rather than 

[See Analysis, A9] 
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BRETT KAVANAUGH, in the Judiciary Committee hearing, channeled the pres- 
ident who nominated him, painting himself as prey to “a frenzy on the left.” 


Not fit for this lifetime post 


For many reasons, Brett Kavanaugh 
doesn’t belong on the Supreme Court, 
Robin Abcarian writes. NATION, A9 
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JAVIER DUARTE, ex-governor of Veracruz state, was suspected of embezzling 
up to billions of dollars and faced 55 years in prison. He took a deal for nine years. 


Face of Mexico’s endemic 
graft lands light sentence 


By KATE LINTHICUM AND 
PATRICK J. MCDONNELL 


MEXICO CITY — A for- 
mer governor of Mexico’s 
Veracruz state who was sus- 
pected of embezzling pos- 
sibly billions of dollars while 
in office — and who became 
a symbol of endemic politi- 
cal corruption in this coun- 
try — has struck a deal with 
prosecutors that will land 
him nine years in prison, a 
fraction of what he might 
have faced if tried and 


convicted. 

The sentence sparked 
outrage among many in 
Mexico who assailed the 
punishment as too lenient. 

Ex-Veracruz Gov. Javier 
Duarte, a onetime rising star 
of Mexico’s ruling party, was 
charged last year with set- 
ting up shell companies to 
divert public money and 
having links to the criminal 
gangs that have made the 
Gulf state one ofthe most vi- 
olent regions of the country. 
He faced up to 55 years in 
prison if convicted on all 


charges. 

Instead, Duarte pleaded 
guilty Wednesday to two 
charges — money launder- 
ing and criminal association 
— and received a nine-year 
prison term. 

Along with prison time, 
Duarte must pay about 
$3,000 and give up 41 proper- 
ties that he allegedly pur- 
chased with illicit money. 

Duarte, 45, became a na- 
tional embodiment of the 
corruption that has ravaged 
Mexico and severely tainted 

[See Mexico, A4] 


Her terror, his anger 


The Ford-Kavanaugh hearing runs 
the gamut of emotions, illustrating 
an America divided. CALENDAR, E1 


After a long day of 
accusations and high 
drama, Senate panel 
is set to vote. Key 
members are mum. 


By SARAH D. WIRE, 
JENNIFER HABERKORN, 
DAVID LAUTER 

AND DAVID G. SAVAGE 


WASHINGTON — Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh’s Supreme 
Court nomination hung in 
the balance Thursday night 
as Republicans calculated 
whether they had the votes 
to confirm him following a 
highly anticipated show- 
down filled with hours of 
raw, emotional testimony. 

After meeting Thursday 
night, Republican senators 
expressed confidence that 
Kavanaugh would be ap- 
proved by the Senate Judici- 
ary Committee in a vote Fri- 
day morning, but acknowl- 
edged the outcome would be 
close. Preliminary votes by 
the full Senate are scheduled 
to begin Saturday, with a fi- 
nal vote next week. 

But key members from 
both parties, whose deci- 
sions will likely determine 
Kavanaugh’s fate, have yet 
to signal how they will vote — 
a worrisome sign for Senate 
Republicans, who, clinging 
to anarrow majority, hoped 
to swiftly confirm a staunch- 
ly conservative jurist for a 
lifetime seat on the high 
court. 

The dramatic testimony 
Thursday from Christine 
Blasey Ford, the California 
professor who has accused 
Kavanaugh of sexually as- 
saulting her when they were 
teenagers, threatened to de- 
rail the nomination. 

Ford told the Senate Ju- 
diciary Committee that a 
drunken Kavanaugh and his 
friend Mark Judge locked 
her in a bedroom during a 
1982 gathering and that Ka- 
vanaugh tried to rape her. 

When asked about her 
most indelible memory, 
Ford recalled the “uproari- 
ous laughter between the 
two, and their having fun at 
my expense.” She told the 
senators she was “100%” cer- 
tain that Kavanaugh was 
her attacker. 

Kavanaugh and Judge 
have denied the allegations. 

[See Kavanaugh, A8] 


‘Tesla’s CEO could 
be forced out by 
SEC fraud lawsuit 


Agency alleges Elon 
Musk’s tweets ‘were 
contrary to facts.’ 


By Russ MITCHELL 


The Securities and Ex- 
change Commission 
charged Elon Musk with 
fraud on Thursday, alleging 
that the Tesla chief execu- 
tive’s tweets about taking 
the electric-car company 
private at $420 a share were 
“false and misleading.” It 
asked a federal court to force 
Musk out of Tesla’s leader- 
ship and ban him from run- 
ning any public company. 

The action applies yet 
more pressure to Tesla’s 
board of directors, long criti- 
cized as timid and person- 
ally too close to Musk. The 


company faces an array of 
challenges, including a 
botched rollout of its Model 
3 sedan, an increasingly se- 
vere shortage of cash, and 
the erratic behavior of its 
CEO, who this month ap- 
peared on a comedian’s pod- 
cast and smoked a marijua- 
najoint. Scores ofexecutives 
have bolted from Tesla for 
other companies in recent 
months. 

Musk already faces a law- 
suit for lobbing unsubstanti- 
ated accusations of pedo- 
philia and child rape at a 
critic on Twitter, and Tesla 
has been hit with lawsuits by 
shareholders stung by its 
stock-price gyrations. 

But on Thursday it was 
clearer than ever that 
Musk’s high-wire act could 
come crashing down. 

“Elon Musk and Tesla 

[See Musk, A6] 


India’s high court 


ends adultery law | 


Justices strike down 

a colonial-era rule, 
saying it held that 
women were the prop- 
erty of men. WORLD, A3 
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